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Presidents Message: 
 
Summer has finally arrived, cool nights and warm 
days and just enough rain to keep the fires away. 
 
It has been a crazy few years and are finally starting 
to work on Access 11 off Womack at Deka lake and 
will hopefully complete its upgrade this year.  A 
beautiful little walk down this access where you can 
sit and enjoy the scenery or launch your kayak. 
 
The no shooting sign on Burgess and Womack has 
been reinstalled, as well as the exit only sign at the 
Sulphurous Park. 
 
We have hired a young person to mow the lawns 
on a few of our accesses, however most are still 
being cared for by local volunteers.  As some of our 
picnic tables are starting to wear, we will be 
replacing some of them throughout the year.   
 
Take note of our sign board on the Community 
Board on Mahood by Horse Lake Road.  Updated 
communication can be found there on a regular 
basis.  In addition, when possible, please support 
our advertisers as they are here to support our 
community. 
 
As you know we relocated our recycling bins for 
your convenience to the mail boxes on Blain, 
Beazely and Higgins Roads.  We continue to receive 
positive results on the new locations. A reminder, 
these bins are to support your local ratepayers and 
assist in upgrading projects in all our 4 lake 
communities. 
 
Please contact us if any of the accesses require 
some form of maintenance and is something you 
are not able to help out with.  Please respect our 
accesses by allowing boats to launch safely, swim 
safely and park in the designated parking areas 
only.  The turn-a-rounds at the bottom of access 6, 
8 and 12 are there for a reason and need to be 
clear of any parking. 
  
We are still working in changing our webmaster on 
our website so you may have difficulty getting into 
some of the tabs.  Please be patient as we are  
 

working on securing a more usable friendly site and 
will notify you all when we have upgraded it. 
 
We have started a facebook page in order to 
provide continued updates and continue to 
promote our supporting advertisers - please join 
when you have a minute.  Deka Lake & District 

Ratepayers Association | Facebook 
 
We continue to work towards a solution relating to 
our local community hall and are in active 
discussions with CRD in order to bring back events 
that we have enjoyed for the past 40 years. 
 
We appreciate and honor all volunteers in our 
community. Those who can give an hour, a day a 
week.  For those who are here for a short time, 
remember, our take in, take out rule applies so the 
garbage through our trails and accesses is limited.   
 
For those who drive their off road vehicles in our 
community, please only use the roads to get to the 
1000 of miles of trails.  Respect the speed and 
sharing of the road. Wear your protective gear and 
keep safe. 
 
We are hosting a one day Derby on Sunday, August 
6, 2023 of the August Long Weekend, combining it 
with our Ratepayer AGM for 2023, Derby Awards 
and Community Barbeque.  Everyone is welcome.  
Derby tickets can be obtained from any of our 
executive or at Access 6 on the morning of the 
Derby.  The Ratepayer AGM, Awards and 
Community Barbeque will be held at 7598 
Clearview (Deka Lake).  You are not required to be a 
ratepayer member to join in with the Derby, 
Awards or Community Barbeque. Everyone is 
invited to attend our AGM, however, you must be a 
ratepayer member if you wish to be part of the 
Ratepayer voting process.  Dues can be paid on site. 
 
Be safe, kind to your neighbours, respect the road 
and have a wonderful summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396514727254295
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396514727254295


     

    

ANNUAL DEKA LAKE CLEAN UP 

On Sunday, June 4, Ratepayers resumed the annual 

street garbage cleanup. 18 People participated, 

collecting roadside trash to make our community 

look a little more welcoming. The winner of the 

raffled off ice fishing kit was Gwen Burton and the 

bottle of wine went to Leanne. 

The clean up was followed by hot dogs and dessert 

at the home of Chris and Ken Schmidt. 

 

         

                   

WHAT’S HAPPENNING 
 
FISHING DERBY 
 
The big item this summer is the Ratepayers 
Summer Fishing on Sunday August 6. The 
event will take place at access 6 off Beasley 1 
on the South side of Deka Lake. 
Fishing begins at 6:00am and weigh-in is any 
time until 2:00pm. 

The last Summer derby was 2019 so it will be 
great to start them up again. As we are not 
able to use the field behind the Hall, the prizes 
will be given out at a private residence at 7598 
Clearview Rd, close to access 6. 
 



 
 
Prizes will be given out at 4:00. Everyone is 
welcome to attend our AGM which begins at 
3:00pm. There will be a community BBQ right 
after the prizes. 
 

FACEBOOK PAGE 
 
We now have a new facebook page. Everyone 
is welcome to join in 
 (1) Deka Lake & District Ratepayers 
Association | Facebook 
 

WEBSITE 
 
Our website was created several years ago in 
html code. This is not particularly friendly and 
we are currently changing this to make editing 
easier for us. 
 
 
 
PICNIC TABLES 
 
A lot of our tables are falling apart. We will be 
replacing or repairing them so please be 
patient. Thanks. 
 

ROCKS 
 
Many thanks to Dalton and Katherine West 
For donating 3 big rocks from their property. 
These will be used at access 9 to block anyone 
from accidently driving down the access into 
the lake. The access is rather steep. 

 
 
 

MOUNTAIN SPRUCE 
 
Spring and the start to summer 2023 has been 
very busy at the Mountain 
Spruce Community Events Centre & the Park 
and there is no slowing us 
down for the future. These are just a few 
activities we have had, a 
full moon snowshoeing & walk at the park, 
Easter egg hunt at the park 
over 250 people attended, Epoxy resin 
workshops, winter beach party, 
spa night, fondue night, cooking challenge, 
Donuts with Debbie 
workshop, plant workshops and a Wine & Paint 
night and there is lots 
more to come! 
 
-CRIB NIGHTS have been very well attended 
and are every other Friday 
night at 7pm. We have been seeing more & 
more new faces from all the 
different lakes in the area. Next one July 7 at 
the Mountain Spruce 
Events Centre at 7571 Pettyjohn Road. Just $4 
per person. You don’t 
have to be an expert crib player, people are 
there that will help you 
count your cards and everyone is there to have 
fun and meet others!  
 

 
-YOGA TUESDAYS every Tuesday at 10am. 
This yoga class is for 
beginners, experts and everyone in between. 
This will be an adaptive 
class, so if you would like to use a chair for 
balance or assistance, 
that is fine, chairs will be provided. Don’t forget 
your yoga mat and 
some water, just $15 per class. 
 
-JAM NIGHTS are back!!! CALLING ALL 
MUSICIANS!! Come on out on the 
third Saturday of each month at 7pm, but the 
next one is July 15 at 
6pm as we have a BAND coming out to do a 
***House Concert/Kitchen 
Party/Jam Night***, Tracy Lynn & Danielle 
“This Mama Tried”!!! The 
band will play from 6-7pm and then join our 
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Jam Night for the rest of 
our evening. Admission is by donation so come 
on out for a super 
special evening. It is at the Mountain Spruce 
Community Events Centre 
at 7571 Pettyjohn Road at Sulphurous Lake. 
Bring your instruments, 
your voices and jam with your neighbours, 
friends, other musicians 
from around the Cariboo and the band. All 
ages, skill levels and 
abilities are welcome. Let’s see all the talent 
from around the lakes. 
Coffee, tea & hot chocolate are always 
complementary and pop & water 
are just a dollar. 
 
-LADIES NIGHTS are the 2nd Thursday of 
each month with the next one on 
Thursday, July 13 at 7 pm, we are having a 
“Wine & Belly Dancing 
Night” so hoping to see all you ladies out for 
some fun! Only a few 
spots left so RSVP. 
 
-July 22 we have our Foraging in the Park 
Workshop, 60 spots and it is SOLD OUT. 
 
-Saturday, July 29 we are having a 19+“DART 
& GAME NIGHT”, advanced 
ticket sales only $5 per person and beer & 
wine available for just $5 
each. Tickets are limited so make sure to 
RSVP now. Ticket sales end 
July 15. 
 
-The MSCCS Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
will be Saturday, August 19 at 
11am and is open to all MSCCS Members. 
 
-To RSVP for events, email Shannon 
at mtnspruce@gmail.com or give her 
a call/text at 604-617-7863 to reserve your 
spots. 
 
 
 
 
Feel free to join the Mountain Spruce 
Community Centre Society (MSCCS) 
Facebook Group. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/6367754444
53201/?ref=share_group_link&exp=9594 
 
 
This Facebook group is to keep everyone at 
Higgins, Deka, Sulphurous, 
Hathaway and surrounding communities up to 
date with events and what’s 
happening with the Mountain Spruce 
Community Centre Society. If you 
aren’t a member yet, check us out and see just 
what we are doing in 
your community and what we are all about. It’s 
not too late to be a 
member, it is just $5 per person for the year 
and you can pay your 
2023 dues in person at any MSCCS event or 
by e-transfer at 
mtnspruce@gmail.com 
 
Many of the MSCCS events happen at the 
Mountain Spruce Community Park 
at the corner of Mahood Lake Road & Burgess 
(6335 Mahood Lake Road) 
where the donated returnables drop off bins 
are located. If you 
haven’t walked through the park yet, stop by 
and wander through, it is 
approximately 1km for the whole loop or 400 
metre for the half loop. 
It is a beautiful park with amazing trails, a 
viewing platform 
overlooking Heron Lake, a picnic area, 
beautiful fauna, birds and 
wildlife. The park is there for all to enjoy, so 
check it out and 
don’t forget your binoculars. 
 
Time to get down and derby at the MSCCS 
Sulphurous & Hathaway Fishing 
Derby! It will be held on Saturday, August 5th 
from dawn to 2pm, 
prizes at 2:30 and the community BBQ from 
11-4pm at the Mountain 
Spruce Community Events Centre at 7571 
Pettyjohn Road at Sulphurous 
Lake. Tickets are just $10 and that gets you in 
on all the great 
raffle prizes too! Tickets available at the 
Canada Day BBQ on July 1 
at the Mountain Spruce Community Events 
Center, at Donex, Moosehaven 

mailto:mtnspruce@gmail.com
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resort or by calling 250-706-2750. Then on 
Sunday, August 6 is the 
Deka Lake & District Ratepayers Fishing Derby 
so it’s going to be a 
derby weekend, you won’t want to miss out on. 
 
Thank you everyone for all your donated bottle 
& can returnables at 
the Mountain Spruce Community Park drop off. 
This program is a huge success, so stay thirsty 
my friends. Funds from this program help to 
pay for our free events in our community, park 
maintenance and hall 
events and upgrades like the new floors, sound 
baffles, picnic 
shelters and community event signs, all things 
everyone can enjoy. 
 
A big "Thank you" to Dave Scott for designing, 
making and 
installing our 2 outdoor LITTLE 
LIBRARIES!!!  One is located in front 
of the Mountain Spruce Community Events 
Centre on the side of the 
chalkboard sign. The second one is located at 
the Mountain Spruce 
Community Park on the backside of the 
information sign. Both Little 
Libraries are full of books just waiting to be 
read. What is a Little 
Library, you ask? LittleLibraries are free 
neighbourhood book 
exchanges where anyone can take a book and 
then drop off a book to 
share with others. No rules, no late fees – 
everyone can take part! 

Little Libraries aren’t just about books. They’re 
about connecting 
with your neighbours and providing a way for 
people to give to their 
community. Little Libraries promote reading, 
literacy and access to 
books for everyone, anytime. If either of our 
Little Libraries are 
running low on books or need attention please 
send us an email at 
mtnspruce@gmail.com so we can attend to 
them right away. Happy reading 
everyone! 
 
So hope to see everyone out at an event soon 
and keep watch on our 
Facebook Group for new events being added. 
If you have questions or 
would like to volunteer feel free to reach out. 
Thanks again to all 
our directors, volunteers and the support of all 
our members in our 
communities. Here’s to making many more 
memories and good times to 
come. 
 
 
Shannon Sadlowski 
MSCCS Secretary 
mtnspruce@gmail.com 
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LORNE DOERKSON,MLA 

“Summertime and the living’ is easy, fish are jumping, and the mosquitos are bad”.   

I hope all of you are enjoying the beginning of summer in the Cariboo! 

In the last week , I have been busy travelling across the province with my caucus colleagues. We 

have seen the devastation that flooding, and fires have left behind in Lytton, Merritt, Cache Creek . I, 

in my role as critic for Rural BC have been saddened by what I have seen, Lytton was truly an eye 

opener because of the lack of any forward restoration for the residents.  

Returning to the Cariboo is always great, and my time in the riding is busy and fulfilling. Spending 

time at events gives me the opportunity to speak with everyone about everything. It is something I 

truly enjoy.  

This Canada Day  will again be busy for me attending the many events scheduled in the area, from 

the Williams Lake Stampede to the 108 Canada Day Community event and then onto the Bridge Lake 

Stampede finishing with the Citizen of the Year in 100 Mile. So many great things to do on the long 

weekend.  

As we move into July and August, I ask that everyone remain vigilant around campfires. We may lose 

the ability to have them again dependant on weather, but we should enjoy the opportunity while we 

have it.  

I hope to see many of you over the summer, and you can always reach out to me on FB or at my 

offices in 100 Mile or Williams Lake. Take care and be safe.  

 

 

 

 

MLA Lorne Doerkson, Cariboo Chilcotin  

 



 

A LITTLE FUN   -  JUNE 1983   -  40 YEARS AGO 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    


